
 

Year 1 Curriculum Letter – Summer 1  

Dear Parents/Careers, 

This half term we are all excited for our topic of ‘Once Upon a Time’. Thank you for all 

your effort that you’ve put into making the shields over the break with the children, 

they look wonderful and are going straight up on our topic display! Below is a 

snapshot of our learning for this half term.  

English: 

Phonics lessons are still taking place twice daily; as a whole class in the morning and then split into two 

groups after lunch. We are seeing vast improvement in all the children’s phonics use so keep practising 

those sounds and sight words at home! 

We will be reading a selection of tradition tales such as Goldilocks and the Three Bears, The Three Little Pigs 

and The Pied Piper and having a go at writing our own fairy-tales. We have also made some strange 

discoveries this week and we believe there may be a dragon hiding somewhere in school! We will be using 

lots of adjectives to create descriptions of the dragon and having a go at creating a report all about him. We 

hope he is friendly! 

Maths: 

Our focus in maths for this half term is based all around calculation strategies and using ‘known facts’ to 

help us solve mathematical problems. We will continue to learn counting up to 100 in different ways such as 

in 2s, 5s and 10s.  

Science:  

In science we will be looking at animals including humans; looking at what animals make good pets and how 

to care for them. We will be grouping animals by their different characteristics and learning about what 

different animals eat. 

R.E.: 

We have two topics of R.E. to keep us busy this half term. For the first two weeks we will be looking at the 

story of Noah and what it really teaches us about God. We will be thinking about the word ‘Grace’; what it 

means and how we can show Grace in our lives. We will then move on to God’s rules for living; looking at 

the Ten Commandments and creating our own ‘Top 10’ rules for living together.  

History and Geography: 

To keep with our ‘Once Upon a Time’ theme, the children will be looking at different castles 

from around the UK including Edinburgh Castle and York Castle. We will be looking at why 

they were built and who lived there; comparing them to our homes now. We will be able to 

label parts of castles such as towers, turrets and moats, learning lots of new vocabulary!  In 

Geography we will be plotting the castles on a map of the UK. 

 



 

DT: 

This half term we will be junk modelling our own castles after looking at all the different features. Any used 

boxes/cardboard/yogurt pots etc. would be greatly appreciated for our wonderful creations.  

Computing: 

We will be continuing to look at different command buttons on robots and what they mean as well as 

looking and naming different features on robots such as switch, buttons and battery compartment. This will 

be followed by lessons on safety online; remembering that we do not go online by ourselves and what to do 

if we see something online that we do not like.  

Music: 

Children will continue to take part in African drumming sessions every Wednesday morning. We have learnt 

so many different rhythms and rhymes already; we can create our own song! 

P.E.: 

Our P.E. lessons take place every Thursday and Friday morning after break time. The children will be thinking 

about their core and how it helps us to balance and support our body in different movements. We will also 

be continuing our throwing and catching skills; developing our techniques into some team games.  

Trip: 

This term we get to visit the Tower of London! This trip will take place on Friday 17th May. The children will 

get the chance to explore a castle first hand and to discover what this structure was once used for; drawing 

on comparisons of other castles and uses. Permission letters will follow next week.  

 

 

Please bring P.E. kits back in by Thursday. 

Homework will be handed out on Thursdays and is due back in to school by the following Tuesday. 

Reading books will continue to be changed every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

  

Thank you, 

Miss Bridgeman 

 

 


